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selves on this species of locomotion, as well as on the
engine Banks had invented. Our rolling house was per-
fectly comfortable, and before our eyes we had always a
fresh and ever-changing landscape.
The vast plain which extends from the valley of the
Ganges into the territories of Oude and Rohilkund was
ended. The north was framed in by the summits of the
Himalayas, against which were swept the clouds driven by
the south-west wind. It was impossible as yet to get a
good view of the picturesque outline of this lofty chain ;
but on approaching the Thibetian frontier, the aspect of
the country became more wild, and the jungle increased
at the expense of cultivated ground*
The flora too, was no longer the same. Palms had
disappeared, to give place to magnificent bananas, tufted
mangoes bearing the best Indian fruit, and especially
groups of bamboos, many shooting up to a hundred feet
in height Here we found magnolias, scenting the air
with delicious perfume, from their large white blossoms ;
beautiful maples ; various kinds of oaks; chestnuts, their
fruit covered with prickles like sea-urchins; india-rubber
trees, in which the sap flows through half-open veins;
and pines with enormous leaves; then, more modest as to
size, but gayer as to colour, were geraniums, rhododendrons,
and laurels, thickly bordering the road.
A few villages composed of straw or bamboo-built huts,